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Editors Note

Welcome to the 10th editon of
the Hub. We hope that you
enjoyed the last edition.

The HUB will now be coming
out on a quartely basis. You will
recieve the next edition of the
HUB in March

If any one would like to
contribute to the HUB please
contact us. We would like to
know what you have been up
to.If you have any stories,
events or successes you would
like to share, get in touch!

ENCOMPASS NEWS
LGBT HISTORY MONTH 2010

It has been an exciting time for us at Encompass Network over the last
few months. As you may know one of Encompass Networks key roles is
the coordination of LGBT History month in Cambridge.

Over the last few months, Encompass Network have been meeting with
key partners including Cambridge City Council and Cambridgeshire
County Council, Cambridge University, Cambridgeshire Fire and
Rescue and other organisations such as Sister Act, SexYOUality and
LGBT staff network groups to discuss and plan LGBT History month
2010.

The first meeting which was held on the 8t October, kindly hosted by
the Fitzwilliam Museum, had over 15 people attending. This figure of
attendance has remained at this level in the meetings since then.

The ideas and enthusiasm for the next year has been extraordinary.
We have approx 23 events lined up already. This is nearly twice as
many as last year and is not far off the national average of events held
in one area. Apparently this year Camden held approx 30 events
beating the rest of the country. So can we do even do better!!? So far
we have a a number of events already in the diary, including a launch
event at the Guildhall, an older persons event looking at past
experiences, a trans awareness event, a gay history tour and much
more! A postive impact of planning LGBT History month has been that
groups working within LGBT in Cambridgeshire have worked together.
This is a true example that it can be done, and we personally look
forward to further partnership and joint working in the future.

If you would like to take part in LGBT History month, and would like your event
to be included in the promotional material. Please contact us this week. All
events will be put on a LGBT History Month Cambridge website that will be
going live in Dec the promotional material which will be out before Xmas.
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ENCOMPASS NEWS
NEW VOLUNTEER!

Encompass Network are delighted to welcome to
the team, Jolien Velwik who has started
volunteering with us. Jolien currently works with
Concordis (a small organisation that helps
individuals and groups in conflict situations to seek
out paths towards lasting peace).

Jolien has a masters in Conflict Resolution and
Governance and her expertise include resarch and
marketing. Jolien has worked in Afghanistan and
Israel on empowerment of women programmes.

We are thrilled to have Jolien on board, and
welcome her to Encompass Network. Jolien will be
helping to coordinate LGBT history month and is
currently developing the Cambridgehsire LGBT
History month and Encompass Network websites.

TRANS AWARENESS EVENT

You may remember that in the last edition of the
Hub we spoke about a Trans Awareness Event we
are holding. The date has now changed to coincide
with LGBT History month.

We are delighted to be working in partnership with
Cambridge University on this event, and also
Agendered who will be leading the event and
hosting key speakers. The event will focus on work
place issues and will also include the launch of a
DVD produced by one of our Trustees, about her
experiences as a trans person-this is a must see.
The date is not yet confirmed but the event is due to
be held in mid February.
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WE NEED You!!!!

DECADES OF CHANGE

As part of LGBT History month, Encompass
Network will be holding an event called ‘Decades of
Change’ on 26t Feburary. The event will be taking
a look at the past experinces of LGBT older people
comparing them with the experices of LGBT people
today.

We are looking for people to come forward to share
their stories and experiences of a time when being
gay or leshbain was illegal. Please send your
thoughts and statements to us. These will be
displayed at the event.

info@encompassnetwork.org

ENCOMPASS NETWORK TAKE TRIP
TO LONDON

National Pre-Launch Event for LGBT
History Month 2010 in British
Museum

On Thursday November 19 Encompass Network
took the train to London to attend the formal pre-
launch of LGBT History Month 2010 at the British
Museum. As you may know, in the year 2010 The
Equality Act will be implemented. The Equality Act
increases the relevance of LGBT History Month
because it puts greater legislative demands on
schools and all other public institutions. Therefore
LGBT History Month is focused on schools,
museums and galleries.

The national pre-launch event was part of Anti-
Bullying week and consisted of three parts. In the
morning, local school pupils learned about objects
in the Museum with relevant LGBT themes. ...
(Continued on page 3)
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The afternoon session was aimed at teachers,
youth workers and other practitioners to provide
inspiration and practical suggestions as to how
schools, educational institutions, pupils and
students can share in LGBT History Month. There
was also a teacher's surgery, a relaxed and

Trevor Phillips

informal session for teachers who want to begin
LGBT celebrations in their school to come and
discuss with teachers who have already had
successful events.

We arrived just in time for the formal pre-launch.
The evening highlighted art, history and culture and
was a great opportunity to hear prominent speakers
such as Trevor Phillips, the Chair of the Equalities
and Human Rights Commission, RT. Hon. Ben
Bradshaw MP, Secretary of State for Culture, Media
& Sport, Michael Cashman MEP, Clir Keith Moffitt,
Leader of Camden Council and there were many
more!

We particularly enjoyed listening to Amy Murphy
from Our Story Scotland who shared her
experiences of a digital story telling project with
LGBT teenagers, which presents LGBT heritage
through arts, exhibitions, storytelling, short films and
drama. It was quite shocking to hear that Glasgow
was the only city that has not committed to the anti-
bullying programme for LGBT pupils and students,
but Trevor Phillips, the Chair of the Equalities and
Human Rights Commission, promised his best
efforts to change that.

Another presentation that we were really touched
by was the presentation of the representative of
Rukus! Federation, an organisation dedicated to the
works by Black Lesbians, Gay, Bisexual and Trans
artists. He spoke with such passion, sincerity and
strength about the different aspects of his identity
and how all these different parts of him intersect.
He also mentioned the negative leaflet he received
from a fundamentalist Christian when he entered
the British Museum: “I am a Black Man, | am a Gay
Man, | am a Father, but | am also a Christian and |
refuse to give up my Christianity to those
‘Christians’ outside.” Everyone in the audience
applauded him loudly for these words.

A theme that ran through all the talks was that
homosexuality is not something new, but has been
part of society for generations. This was highlighted
in a talk by the curator from the British Museum that
pointed out art works going back hundreds of years
that depicted same sex affections and desires.
Another factor that was raised is that LGBT History
should not be something that is seen as separate. It
is worth remembering that sexuality is part of the
fabric of society and always has been. Holding the
LGBT History month Launch event at the National
History Museum is an example of that.

The National Pre-Launch Event was a great kickoff
for what promises to be the most eminent LGBT
History Month ever. Not only for London, but also
for Cambridgeshire since we've never had this
many events for LGBT History Month and the list
continues to grow.

Jolien Veldwijk
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LOCAL NEWS

GANDOLF COMES TO
CAMBRIDGE!

SexYOUality had a secret guest visit the charity
last week. Sir lan Mckellan spent the day with
SexYOUality to see the positive work they do in
schools in Cambridgeshire. Sir lan Mckellan
went with the SexYOUality team, including two
of their young LGB peer educators to a number
of schools including Netherhall College and
Impington Village College where he met with
students and teachers. The day ended with Sir
lan Mckellan having tea and homemade cake
(made by the lovely Miriam Lynn-Project Officer
at SexYOUality) with the young people at the
offices at Dales brewery.

If you have any news about your charity, or organisation you would like share please contact:

info@encompass.network.org
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The Hub Calendar & Events

Every 10pm - 2am. Rendezvous- Monthly DOT COTTON -23:00 -
TUESDAY LBGT night in Cambridge at 04:00 am
Vodka Revolution is back after EVERY LAST . .
the summer break (Run by SATURDAY A unique clubbing
) experience for the
CUSU LBGT) www.revolution- LGB&T scene in a fun
bars.co.uk/cambridge and safe environment.
www.dotcottonclub.com
Every The Place Bar- Monthly Sister Act host the
TUESDAY 's only: 50+
Gay Night for students, with EVERY THIRD w:orzan S only
cheap drinks and funky music SUNDAY group
, Lunchtime event on
htkt/p.//W\t/)vy\(/j.the/placenlqhtclub.co. the third Sunday of
dricambrages every month. There's
Every Clowns - CUSU- Run weekly also a film evening and
WEDNESDAY | social meetings at on evenings. weekday pub lunch
(May be quiet during the every month
holidays)
Every 10am to 7.30pm- The Cafe
FRIDAY Project on Jesus Jane-
All money raised from the cafe is
donated to the Lesbian Sister Act has a wealth of activities each
Association of India. month, for more details please visit:
www.sisteract.org
For more details Contact:
www.cafeproject.org/special_eve
nts

If any other Organisations would like to
advertise their activities please let us know.
Or if there are any changes to the calendar
please let us know
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EVENTS FOR THE DIARY

I AN/

Christmas Party!!
12 December 7.30-12.00

Featuring DJ Oscar, Mother
Christmas and more !

Greens Health & Fitness, 213 Cromwell
Rd, CB1 3BA! Get your tickets in advance
by emailing sisteracttickets@live.co.uk,

£5 members/ £6 Non-members

ik

Regntered Chanty Mo, 10970596

Annual General Meeting

Date: 9t December 2009

Time: 5.30pm- 7.00pm

Venue: Lucy Cavendish College
Lady Margaret Road
Cambridge CB3 0BU

Further a Field

13th Sonalle

December-1st | Photography

February Exhibition

2010 Ethnic Minorities
Coming Out
Stratford Libary
London
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COMMUNITY LINKS

HOMOPHOBIC HATE CRIME

We still have a long way to go! We are at a time where being gay is no longer illegal, we have civil
partnerships and Section 28 has now been abolished. However with instances such as that in London
that saw the brutal death of lan Baynham, a 62 year old gay man who was kicked to death by a group
of strangers just a few months ago, it seems the prevalence of homophobic hate crime appears to be

as rife as it ever was.

Homophobic hate crime at whatever level needs to be taken seriously. This means people reporting it,

and acting now.

Molly Blackburn as been newly appointed to the role of Open Out Coordinator in Cambridgeshire. Molly
kindly shares with us her thoughts, and gives us an insight into her new role:

Open Out, Supporting Victims of Hate Crime in Cambridgeshire

For many of us it's totally normal to hear
homophobic language at work or walking down the
street. You might even know someone who'’s been
harassed or beaten up. We accept this because it
happens so often and because “what can we do
about it™?

But although this is normal it is not acceptable. Low
level insults can escalate, and only weeks ago in
London’s Trafalgar Square lan Baynham, 62 was
stamped to death in a homophobic attack by a
teenage girl as he was celebrating a new job at the
Home Office.

A YouGov survey commissioned by Stonewall in
2008 of 1,721 lesbian, gay and bisexual people
across Britain found out that overall three in five
lesbian and gay people have been a victim of any
crime or incident in the last three years. 88% of
which took the form of insults or harassment.

Hate crime takes on many forms from attack to
harassment and name calling. It is subjecting
people to harassment, victimisation, intimidation or
abuse because of their race, faith, religion, gender,
disability or because they are lesbian, gay, bisexual
or transgendered.
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AAnyone can be the
all have a racial identity, all have a sexual
orientation, all have some sort of beliefs.
Anyone of us could be targeted because of
some aspect of our identity. Tackling hate crime
supports each
Office

The same Stonewall survey tells us that only one in
four people report a hate crime to the police. This
not only means that victims don't receive any
support, but also that offenders re often left free to
commit similar offences again and again.

Open Out is a scheme in Cambridgeshire that
supports the victims and witnesses of these crimes.
They work in partnership with other agencies and
charities to offer confidential information and advice
as well as signposting.  Should the victim or
witness choose to report the incident to the police, a
trained member of Open Out will act as an
intermediary throughout the process.

filt is really i mpor
here and can offer
sure i f whatodéds happ

is. — Molly Blackburn, Open Out

Page 7

andomevery

C

victim
tant t
suppor
ened i



TACKLING HOMOPHOBIC AND
~“TRANSPHOBI TE CRIME

(T frni NI

/

o

Open Out Reporting Pack

The message from Open Out is that no matter what
has happened, if you feel victimised for who you are
or what you believe they will take it seriously and
they want to hear from you. There are various e Gay British Crime Survey 2008
ways of contacting them, you can call directly on
01223 823552 or visit one of their reporting centres.

Homophobic

As of the 2n of December 209 Radio in the City Life
Building on Sturton Street will become a reporting
centre. From 5pm to 7pm anyone can drop in to
pick up some information about hate crime or talk to
a trained Open Out worker in confidence. The e
Drop-ins will be every other Wednesday on the 29,
16! and 30t December.

If you want to find out more about Open Out and
becoming an information point or reporting centre;
or if you think you might have been the victim of, or
witnessed a hate crime call Open Out on 01223 (;

823552 or 07850131583. If you need immediate CAMERIDGE

assistance you should always call 999.

Encompass Network is funded by
Cambridge City Council
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